
by BETH MILLI

BAYarts kicked off the next phase 
of renovations of the historic 
Huntington Playhouse with the 

announcement of a major donation 
toward their capital campaign of $100,000 
by Joseph P. Carney of Westlake.

In the winter of 2019-2020, BAYarts 
was planning the expansion to respond 
to the growing need for more space to 

meet the strong demand for art classes, 
children’s art camps, and an ever-grow-
ing demand for more gallery and event 
space. Plans for fundraising and expan-
sion were shelved in March 2020 as the 
popular and much-loved community 
art center shifted its classes to virtual 
instruction and "Art to Go" kits for stu-
dents who were relegated to at-home 
remote learning.

by LYDIA GADD

Intergenerational relationships help 
strengthen individuals, and help strength-
en a community. Everybody wins.
So, in 2020, when it seemed like 

nobody was winning ... Westlake Commu-
nity Services staff created what is called the 
Westlake Youth Advisory Board (WYAB) 
to engage community youth with our 
mission, and to assist us with developing 

intergenerational opportunities within our 
Plus 50 programs.  

Being 2020, our first nine months of 
meetings were held virtually with severely 
limited opportunities for intergenerational 
interaction. Nevertheless, our youth mem-
bers got busy creating hundreds of Christ-
mas stockings and Valentine bags to be 
delivered to unsuspecting senior residents 
in need of some cheer.

by ROBERT ROZBORIL

Westlake Fire 
C h i e f  J i m 
Hughes cel-

ebrated his retirement 
June 8 at Fire Station #1 
surrounded by colleagues, 
family and friends. 

Mayor Dennis Clough 
presented the outgoing 
chief with a Proclama-
tion noting his 29 years 
with the City of Westlake. 
He became Fire Chief in 
December 2014. 

The Proclamation 
also detailed his previous 
experience as a firefighter and in the Air Force, where he received several decorations 
and attained the rank of Master Sergeant. Hughes also has worked as a part-time police 
officer for Olmsted Falls. 

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver
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BAYarts kicks off capital campaign

 See BAYARTS page 2

by LISA MCDANELS

Of the more than 4,000 submis-
sions nationwide, Village Proj-
ect is honored to announce 

they are one of the top 100 winners of a 
$25,000 grant from the 2022 State Farm 
Neighborhood Assist program.

“We can’t thank our supporters 
enough,” says Executive Director Mer-
edith LaVecchia. “After we learned we 

made it to the top 200 organizations, 
it was up to our amazing supporters 
to push us into the top 100. Our vol-
unteers, clients, supporters, donors, 
friends, family – everyone showed up 
to make sure we crossed the finish line. 
We are beyond grateful, blessed and are 
excited to use this funding to continue to 
provide nourishing meals and serve our 
communities.” 

Village Project wins $25K grant

State Senator Matt Dolan (far left) joined Village Project's Executive 
Director Meredith LaVecchia (left with check) and some members of the 
VP board in accepting the $25K grant check from Brad Larson Insurance 
Agency's Anita Laird (right with check). 

 See VILLAGE PROJECT page 2

Westlake Fire Chief Jim Hughes 
retires after 29 years

Westlake Fire Chief Jim Hughes receives a memorial 
plaque from Mayor Dennis Clough.
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Everybody wins at the Westlake 
Intergenerational Prom

John and Pat Kalnasy of Westlake at the intergenerational prom.

WBVO 
honored 
as one of 
top Ohio 
newspapers

by TARA WENDELL

For the first time in 
our 14-year his-
tory, the editorial 

staff of the Westlake | Bay 
Village Observer decided 
to throw our hat in the 
ring for industry recogni-

tion by participating in the 
Press Club of Cleveland's 
2022 All Ohio Excellence in 
Journalism Awards. 

We selected our three 
favorite issues from 2021 – it 
was hard to pick just three! 
– and sent them off to be 

 See WBVO page 2
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In December of 2020, the State 
of Ohio, through the Ohio Facilities 
Construction Commission, awarded 
the arts organization with a grant for 
$500,000.

“This gift came just as we were 
restarting the expansion plans that 
were underway when the pandemic 
of 2020 hit,” noted Mary Conway Sul-
livan, Board President of BAYarts. “It 
was just the shot in the arm that we 
needed as we took our campaign 
public.” 

Joseph Carney’s significant 
donation will be used toward naming 
rights to the stage in the newly imag-
ined former theater of Huntington 
Playhouse. The entire project is esti-
mated at $1.8 million, and Mr. Car-
ney’s donation, along with generous 
contributions from Tom and Amie 
O’Brien, Sean and Mary Sullivan, 
and other contributors in the com-
munity, brings the fundraising efforts 
to $750,000. 

“This expansion project comes 
at a perfect time in the history of 
BAYarts,” stated Ms. Sullivan. “For 
nearly 20 years, so many of us have 

been working to preserve the legacy 
of this beloved organization. The year 
2023 will mark the 75th anniversary 
of BAYarts (formerly Baycrafters). 
This expansion project is all about 
establishing a future legacy for 2023 
and beyond.”

When the Playhouse renovation 
is completed, BAYarts will have an 
expansive campus on the north side 
of the Huntington Reservation in 
the Cleveland Metroparks that will 
include 10 indoor classrooms, 4 gal-
leries, 6 outdoor meeting/classroom 
spaces, a consignment shop featuring 
local artists, a flexible 2,000-square-
foot event space, an outdoor stage 
and a main indoor stage. 

“It’s been quite a couple of 
years,” remarked Nancy Heaton, 
Executive Director of BAYarts. “We 
have come through the pandemic 
stronger, wiser, and more creative 
than ever. I think people realized on a 
deeper level the importance of BAY-
arts to this community as a place of 
refuge, inspiration, community and, 
of course, art!” 

Other naming rights for the Play-
house project are available. Anyone 
interested can contact Nancy Heaton 
at nancy@bayarts.net or Mary Conway 
Sullivan at mary@bayarts.net. 

In addition to a Proclama-
tion from the Mayor, Hughes also 
was presented a commemorative 
plaque, a handwritten message 
from Ohio Governor Mike DeWine 
and a letter from the Ohio Fire and 
Emergency Services Foundation 
recognizing his outstanding career. 

With Hughes' retirement, 
Assistant Chief Mike Freeman 
becomes the Acting Fire Chief for 
the City of Westlake. 

More photos from the retire-
ment event are available on the 
City of Westlake's Facebook page, 
www.facebook.com/cityofwest-
lakeohio. 

In just 10 days this spring, 88,000 
people cast more than 2 million votes 
to help decide the top 100 winning 
causes. 

“I am so happy for Village Proj-
ect,” says Bay Village State Farm Agent 
Brad Larson. “We’ve been long-time 
supporters of Village Project through 
programs such as Nourish and I know 
this grant will really help out our 
neighbors experiencing cancer.”

State Farm turns 100 years old 
this year and to celebrate, they 
increased the State Farm Neigh-
borhood Assist by epic proportions. 
The program awarded 100 $25,000 
grants (vs. 40 grants in previous 
years) to nonprofit organizations to 
help fund neighborhood improve-
ment projects. Additionally, they 
doubled the number of cause sub-
missions to 4,000.

Thank you to everyone who 
voted for Village Project! And thank 
you to State Farm for this amazing 
opportunity. 
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Hyland is seeking a Front of 
House Associate to join our 

dining team in Westlake!
This position offers a 

guaranteed 40 hour work 
week (Monday-Friday) with a 

full benefits package.
We are looking for someone 
with prior food service and 
kitchen experience. If you 

are interested, please apply 
today at 

Hyland.com/careers BAYARTS         
from front page    
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BEAT THE HEATBEAT THE HEAT

440-871-7525

Don’t Delay. Don’t Delay. 
Call Today.Call Today.

WBVO_SPRING_2021

judged by an out-of-state press club.
On June 10, the results were 

announced and WBVO took third place 
in our category: Best Non-Daily News-
paper in Ohio: Community Newspaper. 
Not bad for an all-volunteer writing staff!

My dad and co-publisher, Denny, 
and I are so pleased to share this news 
with our 1,300+ citizen writers and 
photographers who have made this 
newspaper such a beloved asset in 
Westlake and Bay Village, and the tens 
of thousands of readers who rely on 
the Observer as a source of grassroots 
community news. 

Congratulations to all of our con-
tributors, and thank you to our adver-
tisers and donors who keep the paper 

free for all to enjoy. 
This statewide industry honor 

is a shining light after two years of 
pandemic struggles, but even more 
meaningful are the handwritten notes, 
emails and phone calls of encourage-
ment from readers that feed our pas-
sion to provide a publication that the 
whole community can be proud of. 

To share your photos, 
news stories, opinions 
or perspectives on life 
in Westlake and Bay 
Village, visit wbvobserver.
com/members and sign 
up for a free account. 
Questions? Email tara@
wbvobserver.com.

WBVO from front page    
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Come Meet Your New Best Friends at 
Towne Center Independent Living Apartments

Take a dip in our indoor pool. Get active in our �tness gym. Be social in our clubhouse.
Because the rest of your life should be the best of your life.

 • All-Inclusive:
Housekeeping Services | Continental Breakfast | Local Transportation

• Custom Apartment Decor Options
• In-suite Washer/Dryer

Sprenger Health Care Towne Center
Independent Living Clubhouse

200 Community Drive, Avon Lake, Ohio 44012
www.SprengerHealthCare.com

by ELAINE WILLIS

Westlake Porter Public Library’s 
Board of Trustees and Direc-
tor dedicated two trees in a 

ceremony at the library on Wednesday, 
June 15. The trees replaced two of those 
lost in 2019 during the city’s Center 
Ridge Road widening project.

One replaced a tree originally 
donated in memory of the daughter of 
former Board President Tom Fox, Linda 
Fox Lustenberger, who died in 1992. 
The other was provided by the Herb 
Guild Garden Club in partnership with 
the library as their part of the Holden 
Forest and Gardens’ People for Trees 
initiative, which aims to have more 
than 15,000 trees planted in our region 
by 2025.

Both trees are “Autumn Brilliance” 

Serviceberry trees, which are native to 
Ohio, fast growing, and can be 15 to 20 
feet tall at maturity. The trees will offer 
year-round interest with spring blooms, 
summer berry fruit for birds to enjoy 
and brilliant fall foliage. They are located 
on the library lawn facing Center Ridge 
Road.

“We are so pleased that we were 
finally able to restore the donated trees 
and hope that the community will enjoy 
them for years to come,” said Library 
Director Andrew Mangels. “We are 
grateful to the donors for their original 
donations and for their patience with us 
while we worked to replace their gener-
ous gifts.”

For more information on the People 
for Trees initiative visit holdenfg.org. For 
information on donating to the library 
visit, westlakelibrary.org. 

Porter Library dedicates donated trees

Westlake Porter Public Library trustees, staff and guests dedicated two donated 
trees on the library’s lawn on June 15. Pictured (from left): board member Bob 
Plantz, board member Jennifer Darling, Library Assistant Director CJ Lynce, 
Library Director Andrew Mangels, Herb Guild Garden Club President Shirley 
Swindell, board member Elizabeth Sheehe, board President Jason Nolde, and 
Library Fiscal Officer Jana Nassif.

Bay Village Garden Club's officers for the 2022-2024 term, from left: Past 
President Holly Colleran, Treasurer Elaine Meyer, Corresponding Secretary 
Kari Eckel, Recording Secretary Elaine Hoke, Past President and new Vice 
President/Programs Eileen Ernst, President Erika Mittermeier.
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Bay Village Garden Club celebrated 
the installation of their new offi-
cers for the upcoming 2022-2024 

season. Following the ceremony, mem-
bers enjoyed their annual tradition play-
ing Perennial Bingo. Like regular bingo, 
but with flowers in the playboard squares 
instead of numbers, the game is a learning 
tool as well as just plain fun.

The club looks forward to inspiring 
programs and fellowship with fellow gar-
deners when meetings convene again in 
September. They hope for ease from the 
pandemic so they may invite guests again 
to share learning about the joy of working 
with plants and ecology.

For more information about Bay Vil-
lage Garden Club visit Bayvillagegarden-
club.com, like us on Facebook, or email 
bvgardenclubohio@gmail.com. 

Bay Village Garden Club 
installs new officers
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Get $1,000 to decorate your new suite!

BAY VILLAGE | FAIRVIEW PARK | LAKEWOOD | MIDDLEBURG HEIGHTS | NORTH OLMSTED | NORTH RIDGEVILLE

Tour an O’Neill Healthcare Assisted Living 
suite, place a deposit by September 6, 2022, 

and receive a $1,000 gift card!
* Restrictions apply. Effective 5/15/2022 to 9/6/2022. Prior sales excluded.

For questions or to schedule a personal 
tour, call or text (440) 263-7083.
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Skilled Nursing • Assisted Living • Independent Living • Rehabilitative Therapies • Memory Support • Hospice Care • Dialysis

This is part of the series on privacy 
in the digital world.

by TAK SATO

More often than not, the 
popular-culture idiom 
"what you don't know 

won't hurt you" still rings true 
with your real world adventures 
but the same idiom is debatable at 
best when it comes to your digital 
world dealings.

I use the word "debatable" 
because on one hand the inter-
net-based services, aka the cloud 
services, have and continue to 
provide benefits to our everyday 
life. On the other hand the busi-
ness processes in place, i.e. data 
collection and related processes, 
fuel privacy debates.

Data collection is the bed-
rock of the digital world economy, 
a core business intelligence that 
makes entities thrive and even 
profitable. Many entities collect 
data through the services they offer 
for "free." Yes, services that you use 

daily, like email and social 
media, are prime examples 

of free services offered by select 
entities in exchange for your data. 
Even when the type of data col-
lected is restricted or regulated 
by law, technology helps create a 
unique consumer dossier for indi-
viduals, aka profile, by correlating 
the tsunami of data collected in the 
first place.

These profiles can be used by 
the data collecting entities them-
selves to sell their own products/
services or sold to other entities 
who can use it for unsolicited-but-
targeted advertisements. Included 
in these "other'' entities also are 
digital advertising networks that 
can propagate your profile expo-
nentially to other entities. No 
wonder our email inboxes and text 
messages are full of junk/spam – 
aka unsolicited – comeons!

Data is collected in many 
ways and I wish understanding 
how collected data is used was 
trivial; unfortunately it isn't. It is 
challenging even for a self-pro-
claimed geek like myself to keep 
up with the details of who/how/
when and the newer non-cookie 
techniques to track us. My rec-
ommendation is to be cognizant 
of data collection in general but 
simultaneously build good habits.

For example, the thesis of my 
last column was basically to slow 
down and take the opportunity 
to control what type of browser 
cookies are allowed to collect your 
data at the websites you've pulled 
up. You can do so by reviewing 
the website's cookie usage policy 
in the pop up window. You may 
be inclined to just hit the accept 
button, or click the "x" to close the 
pop up window, but you aren't 
doing yourself any favors rushing 
through.

Instead of hitting that [uncon-
ditionally] accept [every type of 
cookie] button, you may find that 
you dodged a bullet by not letting 
the website share your data with 
hundreds of digital advertising 
networks when you hit the pref-
erences button instead and poke 
around.

Data collection, including 
your habitual/behavioral data – 
i.e. how you use a particular ser-
vice while on a website – is not a 
bad thing. It can result in a more 
pleasurable website experience. 
However, not turning off unneces-
sary third party cookies that track 
your every move, when given the 
opportunity to review their cookie 
usage policy, will most probably 
lead to increased spam for you to 
deal with. 

Dealing with 
data collection

THE DIGITAL WORLD

PLEASE PROOFREAD. Westlake | Bay Village Observer ©2022

SAVE THE DATE
Westlake-Bay Village Rotary 
ART FESTIVAL
Saturday, July 30, 2022 • 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
On the grounds of Porter Public Library and Westlake Elementary School
For artist application, on-line submission and more information visit - www.westlakebayvillagerotaryartfest.com

Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Once in-person meet-
ings and activities were again 
possible, it was quickly evi-
dent that this group of teen-
agers, who seemed a bit shy 
on Zoom, were anything but, 
when we were all in-person! 
This talented, civic-minded, 
caring group, was enthusiastic 
and very ready to have some 
intergenerational fun, which 
is how the "Night Under the 
Stars" Senior Prom Dance held 
on June 8 came to be.

Hosting an intergen-
erational prom was their idea. 
Our staff handled the refresh-
ments and publicity and they 
executed the rest. They were in 
charge of all the decorations 
and photo booth. They worked 
the welcome table, served the 
food and took pictures. The 
best part, though, was that they 
all joined different tables for 
dinner conversation and danc-
ing. They mixed and mingled.

Like Zoom, the danc-
ing part started with a bit of 
hesitancy. Once that bubble 
burst, there was no stopping 
the younger and older gen-

erations who spontaneously 
taught each other line dances 
and other moves. Even those 
in attendance who identified 
as "retired from dancing" were 
still able to enjoy all the inter-
action.

The Debbie Darling Quar-
tet, generously sponsored by 
the Westlake/Bay Village 
Rotary Club, provided our live 
entertainment. They took us on 
a toe-tapping journey of dance 
music from the 1940s to the 
'70s. The evening ended with 
more spontaneity. The entire 
room made a giant circle, held 
hands and sang "God Bless 
America," raising our arms up 
in victory at the end! It was an 
amazing, unplanned moment 
of unity. 

Thank you Westlake Youth 
Advisory Board for throwing a 
successful first Senior Prom. 
Everyone in attendance agreed 
that this needs to be an annual 
event. Everybody won.

Visit facebook.com/
WestlakeCommunityServices 
for additional pictures of this 
event. To find out about future 
events, check out our Pathways 
newsletter on www.cityofwest-
lake.org under the Community 
Services tab. 

PROM          
from front page    



Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

                                                                                                                    WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 21 JUNE 2022 5

by DIANA PI, M.D.

After months of bird flu, monkey-
pox, the never-ending COVID-19 
omicron variants, we need great 

news:
“Small cancer drug trial sees tumors 

disappear in 100% of the patients,” 
Washington Post headlined.

“Rectal cancer drug trial of dostar-
limab cures all patients,” Fox News.

“Tumor just vanished,” CNN.  
You’re excited, I’m excited, but I’m 

sure at the back of our heads, we’re all 
thinking: What’s the catch?

Here’s the big happy picture with-
out the hype.

Colorectal cancer is the third most 
common cancer in the US; about 1 in 25 
of us will get it. It’s the second leading 
cause of cancer death (after lung).

The colon is the last part of our food 
tract. It’s about 5 feet long, but 1 in 3 
cancer occurs in the last few inches of 
the colon – called rectum.

Usually when rectal cancer invades 
the surrounding tissues, doctors shrink 
it first with chemotherapy and radiation, 
then try to do the rest with surgery.

In this small trial of over a dozen 
participants, the researchers tried to 
shrink the rectal cancer first using a new 
drug, dostarlimab, in the form of 9 infu-
sions over 6 months.  

In months, their cancer disap-
peared. The first participant is cancer-
free two years from her last infusion. 
Nobody needed additional treatment 
(yet). That was the first great surprise.

Also, the old cancer cocktail of 
chemo/radiation/surgery has serious 
side effects, leaving many infertile, 

incontinent. In this trial, participants 
had minimal problems.

Yeah! All true, all good.
But: First, this drug works best on 

certain rectal cancer. About one in 10 
fits the profile.

To evade the detection of our 
immunity, this unique cancer possesses 
a cloaking surface protein, called check-
point, to hide its “cancerness.”

Drugs like dostarlimab, checkpoint 
inhibitors, block the cheating-and-lying 
protein and expose the cancer cells. 
Upon recognition, our immunity attacks 
the cancer.  

While dostarlimab may sound 
novel, neither the idea nor the tech-
nology is new. We have 8 other check-
point inhibitors. The first one was FDA-
approved over 10 years ago.

These drugs have been used in 
treating many cancers, and they’re the 
subjects of thousands of ongoing cancer 
trials. They work well. What dostarlimab 
proved: They work really well in certain 
cancer.

But firing up our immune system 
has its drawbacks; checkpoint inhibi-

tors have been known to attack normal 
tissues.

If you’re interested in learning or 
enrolling in new cancer therapy, start 
with cancer.gov or cancer.net.

My take: We’ve already made 
huge strides in our fight against 
colorectal cancer. Deaths from colon 
cancer are half of what they were 50 
years ago thanks to better treatment 
and screening.

Two helpful facts:
1. Currently, experts recommend 

starting colorectal cancer screening 
(stool cards, sigmoidoscopy, colonos-
copy, or colon CT) at age 45.

2. Colorectal cancer is very sensitive 
to poor diet, smoking, alcohol, and obe-
sity. A 2010 Denmark study suggests life-
style changes could reduce our cancer 
risk by 25%. That’s good news too.

Soon, we could see more dostar-
limab-like success. For over a century, 
we’ve been manipulating our immune 
system to treat anything from infection 
to cancer to autoimmune diseases to 
organ transplants. The oldest and still 
the best immune helper is vaccine. 

‘Tumor just vanished': 
Facts and hype

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

27333 Center Ridge Road 
Westlake, OH 44145

June 1 - August 1
Reading • Adventures • Prizes
westlakelibrary.org/summer

by JOAN FORTNEY

The TrueNorth Chorale and 
Chamber Orchestra, under the 
direction of Richard Fortney, will 

present their annual Patriotic Concert 
on Saturday, June 25, at 7:00 p.m. at Bay 
United Methodist Church, 29931 Lake 

Road. The concert will be inside in the 
sanctuary. The concert is open to all, 
there will be a love offering to help offset 
costs. 

A special tribute will take place for 
our Armed Services asking all who have 
served to stand and be recognized. The 
concert will recognize the men, women 

and family of the armed services, our 
local police and firefighters, and our 
scouts. The evening will serve as a time 
of reflection and hope, celebrating the 
past, praying for our future, as we cel-
ebrate our freedom. 

The 40+ musicians will perform 
patriotic favorites such as "America the 
Beautiful," "Battle Hymn of the Repub-
lic," "When the Saints Go Marching In," 
"Stars and Stripes Forever," and "God 
Bless America."

This annual Patriotic Concert brings 
together favorite American songs and 
hymns that reach into the soul, stirring 
the hearts of its listeners. The lyrics are 
the words that stay with us, the music 
that leaves us humming, the thoughts 
that lifts us, and the inspiration that we 
seek … truly celebrating the spirit of 
America in a truly remarkable way, as 
we prepare for Independence Day.

Join us as we celebrate our indepen-
dence and freedom. 

Bay UMC to host patriotic concert

by CARL GONZALEZ

Two second-grade girls learned 
about the power of determi-
nation and saving at Orchard 

STEM School in Ohio City. By exer-
cising "earning power" developed 
by Assistant Principal, David Funk, 
these young ladies earned “dollars,” or 
points, through positive human inter-
action and community involvement.

Earned school “dollars” afforded 
them with their wish. They were able to 
earn their own bikes, something they 
could only hope for in the past.

The Village Bicycle Cooperative 
was thrilled to recondition and donate 
the two bikes they now possess. While 
other students might have used those 
“dollars” for candy, as an example, this 
learning process educated these young 

ladies in understanding the benefits of 
earning and owning through helping 
others. Just in time for summer!

Located in historic Ohio City, 
Orchard STEM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, and Mathematics) 
School provides students with innova-
tion, engineering and design princi-
ples through authentic problem-based 
learning in all subject areas.

The Village Bicycle Cooperative, 
located in the Community House in 
Bay Village, is a volunteer-based not-
for-profit organization committed 
to providing affordable, repurposed 
bicycles to the Greater Cleveland 
community and to charitable organi-
zations supporting those in need. This 
year alone, we have donated dozens 
of bikes to the needy. Visit us at www.
villagebicycle.org. 

Just in time for summer
VILLAGE BICYCLE COOPERATIVE

Proud owners of the two bikes donated by the Village Bicycle Cooperative.
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Following is Westlake Porter Public 
Library’s late June 2022 calendar of 
events. All programs are subject to 
change. Check westlakelibrary.org or 
follow the library on Facebook and Twit-
ter (@WestlakePorter) for the latest updates.

Wednesday, June 22 (6-8:30 p.m.) 
HeartSaver CPR/AED – Get certified 
for adult, child, and infant CPR and AED. 
Class led by certified instructors from UH 
St. John Medical Center. Visit uhems.org/
event-search to register. Email account 
required. Participants under the age of 14 
must have a parent or legal guardian in 
class. If any questions, contact the instruc-
tors at uh4cpr@gmail.com. 

Wednesdays, June 22 and 29 (7-7:30 
p.m.) Family Storytime – Join us for 
rhymes, songs and play! For families with 
children ages 2-6. Siblings are welcome. 
Registration begins one week before each 
session.

Thursday, June 23 (2-3 p.m.) Teen 
Crafternoons – Join us for in-person 
crafting this afternoon. For teens in grades 
7-12.

Thursday, June 23 (4-5:30 p.m.) Art 
Walk – Enjoy a low impact walk in Clague 
Park and take nature photographs. Meet 
at the parking lot off Roman Lane, clos-
est to the pond. Dress for the weather 
and bring water! The library will provide 
devices for participants. You may use your 
own camera, phone, or other device, if 
you prefer. Photography will be featured 
in the library gallery in September 2022. 
For adults with disabilities and caregivers. 
Please register.

Friday, June 24 (9:30-10 a.m.) 
Summer Yoga with Ms. Jen – Calm 
your body, mind and spirit in this yoga 
class taught by Ms. Jen, certified yoga 
instructor! Wear comfy clothes and bring 
your own mat or towel. Ages 2-6, siblings 
welcome. Please register.

Friday, June 24 (4-4:45 p.m.) Fun 
Science Friday: Earth’s Moon – Join 
Mrs. K as we explore the science of our 
moon. We will learn about phases of the 
moon and how craters form. Discoveries 
will be made through hands-on experi-
ments, active participation and a simple 
take-home project. Ages 4-6, up to Kin-
dergarten. Please register.

Saturday, June 25 (11-11:45 a.m.) 
Adapted Storytime – Join us for this 
storytime designed for children who may 
not be successful in a typical storytime. 
Content is geared toward ages 3-7 years. 
Please register.

Saturday, June 25 (3-4 p.m.) Illus-
tration Creation – Learn about a fea-
tured illustrator and then create a project 
inspired by their art. Grades 1-3. Please 
register.

Sunday, June 26 (3:30-4 p.m.) Paint 
Play – We will explore many ways to play 
with paint. Please wear clothes that can 
get messy! Ages 3-8. Please register.

Monday, June 27 (9-a.m.-9 p.m.) 
Summer Crafts Pick Up – Celebrate 
summer with some fun crafts! Kits will 
be available until closing, unless other 
arrangements are made. Please register.

Monday, June 27 (10-10:30 a.m.) 
Music Monday – Develop pre-reading 
skills with music, movement and rhythm 
through stories, songs, and rhymes. Ages 
2-6. Please register.

Monday, June 27 (2-3 p.m.) Teen 
Craft: Handmade Jewelry – During 
this craft session we’ll be learning how 
to make your own post earrings. Grades 
7-12. Please register.

Monday, June 27 (6:30-7:30 p.m.) 
How to Become a Real Estate 
Agent – Have you ever thought about 
joining the exciting world of real estate? 
If you’re looking for a career that allows 
you to make your own schedule, build 
your own book of business, and be your 
own boss, look no further! Presented by 
Bethany Teriaca, Director of Recruiting - 
Ohio Howard Hanna Real Estate Services.

Tuesday, June 28 (2-2:30 p.m.) Read-
ing Buddies – Partner up with one of our 
teen reading buddies to practice your 
reading skills and share your favorite sto-
ries! Grades 1-3. Registration begins one 
week before each session.

Tuesday, June 28 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
LGBTQ+ 101 – A truly inclusive workplace 
demonstrates a functional understanding 
of diversity, programs and policies that 
advance inclusion, and languages and 
behaviors that support a diverse and pro-
ductive workplace. Attendees will learn, 
practice, and develop skills and under-
standings that enable them to respond 
to complex situations and interactions in 
the workplace. We’ll also build your team’s 
knowledge of the LGBTQ consumer, 
employee marketplace, and economic 
buying power. Please register.

Wednesday, June 29 (3-4 p.m.) Family 
Game and Puzzle Time – Put together a 
puzzle or enjoy a game at the library! You 
can bring your own or use one of ours! Ages 
3-12. Families can gather and have fun in 
an understanding and empathetic envi-
ronment. This program is inclusive and is 
for those with disabilities and typical peers. 
Registration begins June 22.

Wednesday, June 29 (7-8 p.m.) Adult 
Creative Writing Group – Join us for an 
hour of creative writing prompts to inspire 
you to start and keep writing. Creativity is 
more than putting pen to paper. It’s about 
breaking away and trying something new! 
Please register.

Thursday, June 30 (3-4 p.m.) Break-
out – This breakout challenge is going to 
test your ability to work together. Solve 
all the clues and unlock the mystery! For 
grades 7-12. Registration begins June 23.

Thursday, June 30 (7-7:45 p.m.) 
Oceans of Fun Magic Show with Jim 
Kleefeld – This magic show will be full 
of jokes, acts of astonishment and animal 
tales galore to keep the laughter rolling! 
Jim Kleefeld is a one-of-a-kind performer; 
you won't want to miss this! For children 
up to 5th grade and their families.

To register for any of the programs, 
please visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

Westlake Porter Public Library’s                       
late June calendar of events

620 Dover Center Rd.
Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop
ALL HAIRCUTS $20

Stop in anytime,
or call for an appointment

440-871-0899

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center

POLLINATOR PALOOZA

Saturday, June 25
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

For all ages

Tour the summer sky in the planetarium, 
meet the Center’s resident animals, head 

outdoors on a pollinator hike through 
Huntington Reservation, and make a 

pollinator craft to support the bees and 
butterflies in your own backyard.

Learn more and register at www.lensc.org.

$10/person

28728 Wolf Road | Bay Village, OH 44140 | 440-871-2900

 

NEED
URGENT

30655 DETROIT RD IN WESTLAKE

DRIVE THRU DONATION CENTER ATDRIVE THRU DONATION CENTER AT

GOODWILL IS IN URGENT
NEED OF DONATIONS...
TEXTILES, HOUSEWARES,
BOOKS, ELECTRONICS 
AND MORE!

NEAR THE CABIN CLUB RESTAURANT
GOODWILLGOODSKILLS.org
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Bay Village Resident

Jim’s Handyman Services
Over 30 years of Experience

Jim Clair/Owner
216-287-4761

mrjimclair@gmail.com
Licensed and Insured – Free Estimates

dba for Skysun, LLC  www.skysunsolar.com

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer©2022

PSA: Now is the time to 
secure fences, refill anxiety 
meds, update pet ID tags. 

Fireworks are coming.

Summer playdates offered to 
incoming kindergarteners

by KAREN MISCIAGNA

Normandy Elementary School welcomes 
all Class of 2035 incoming kindergarten-
ers and one parent to attend an informal 

playdate this summer 
to meet Principal Dan 
Sebring and other new 
Normandy Bees. This is 
an optional event, and 
you only need to sign 
up for one date. The two 
remaining playdates 
are: Thursday, Aug. 4, 
from 4:30-5:30 p.m. or 
Thursday, Aug. 4, from 
6 to 7 p.m. Parents can 
register at: bit.ly/
ClassOf2035Playdate.

The playdates take 
place on Normandy's 
"Whales" playground 
(on the west side of the 
school), or in the cafete-
ria if there is inclement 
weather. Normandy 

PTA members will also be onsite to answer ques-
tions and accept membership applications.

If you have any questions, please contact Nor-
mandy School at 440-617-7350, or email Principal 
Sebring at dan.sebring@bayk12.org. 

Normandy Principal Dan Sebring welcomes incoming kindergarteners 
to attend an optional playdate this summer.
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by JEFF BING

I knew it was only a matter of time before it would 
happen. Just a couple of days ago a co-worker asked 
me the inevitable question – the one I just knew would 

be asked sooner or later. You know, the one question that 
is always asked in sports when a team that’s not projected 
to be very good gets off to a surprisingly good start.

The question was, “Are these guys for real?” The “guys” in 
question are, of course, the Cleveland Guardians who, as of 
this writing, boasted an impressive 32-27 record and trailed 
the division-leading Minnesota Twins by only a couple of 
games.

Now, I’m not sure if the reason I was sought out was due 
to the fact that I am a known sports fan in a small company 
which doesn’t really have that many sports fans – at least 
until football season – or if it was more like I’m the oldest 
guy there, and it’s therefore presumed I have accumulated 
an unparalleled level of sports wisdom.

Nah, who am I kidding? It must be the first choice, 
although there’s no debating who the oldest guy there is 
(unfortunately, I might add).

Anyway, I thought of two teams from the Cleveland 
baseball past: The first Indians team I recall being good 
following a bad season was the 1968 Tribe, who shocked 
the baseball world that season by winning 86 games after a 
dismal 1967 in which they won 75 and lost 87.

My most recent surprise Indians team has to be the 
2016 club who came within a whisker of winning it all, on 
the heels of a 2015 season in which they amassed a less-
than-spectacular 81-80 record. That team won 94 games, an 
increase which got them ever so close to the promised land.

An interesting parallel is last year’s team, which only 
went 80-82, virtually the same record as 2015’s 81-80. And 
the 1967 team won 75 games so all three teams had similar 
records before they became very competitive, which bodes 
well for the chances of this year’s Guardians team.

And tell me this doesn’t sound familiar: The ’68 squad 
was plagued by poor attendance and cost-cutting measures. 
Did I just hear someone shout “Déjà vu”?

Freaky, huh?
Now that I have everyone pumped up for another 

Miracle on East 9th Street, I should throw in an itsy-bitsy 
dose of reality:

The 1968 team, which seemed to promise so much for 
the future, once again shocked the baseball world in 1969, 
except not in exactly a positive fashion. They went 62-99 and 
somehow were even worse than their record indicated. They 
began the year 1-15 and never looked up.

After coming so close in 2016, the Indians remained 
competitive, but never came nearly as close to a champion-
ship as they did in 2016.

So, how will this wealth of knowledge in the form of 
historical references impact the 2022 Cleveland Guardians?

Hey, don’t ask me. Some days, I’m lucky if I remember 
the correct route to drive home from work.    

Can history repeat 
itself? Don’t ask.

by COLLEEN PORTER

Goodwill is asking the communities of West-
lake and Bay Village to make a special effort 
to donate items as they are in urgent need 

of donations.
Goodwill opened its Westlake store/donation 

center in March providing an opportunity for the 
community to shop thousands of books and spe-
cialty wares for a fraction of retail prices, as well as 
donate their unused items.

While the retail portion is a bookstore, Goodwill 
accepts more than books at the convenient drive-up 
donation center. Think everything from household 
goods like kitchen wares, small appliances, pots 
& pans, home decor & knick-knacks to clothing, 
electronics, toys, baskets, furniture, and more! These 
items ultimately support a comprehensive network 
of outreach programs that help thousands in the 
community.

The retail bookstore and donation center, locat-
ed at 30655 Detroit Road, in Westlake near Crocker 
Park, is the first bookstore for Goodwill Industries of 
Greater Cleveland and East Central Ohio. 

Individuals throughout the community are 
encouraged to gather unused items and organiza-

tions, churches and neighborhoods having garage 
sales are encouraged to bring their unsold items 
and donate them.

“Your closet, cupboards and storage unit are 
more powerful than you think,” said Vice President 
of Donated Goods Bryant Taylor.

"The community of Westlake has welcomed and 
supported us and we’re very happy to be a part of 
this close-knit community," added Taylor. "Dona-
tions and shopping at our stores are vital steps to 
keeping our 'Cycle of Success' going."

The "Cycle of Success" is Goodwill's way of 
describing how goods are donated, then sold. Funds 
from those sales go to support vital mission programs. 

“Revenue from our stores serve as the primary 
funder of outreach programs that Goodwill offers 
like employment services, family strengthening pro-
grams, rape crisis services and other community 
outreach,” Taylor said.

Goodwill has been serving Cuyahoga County 
through its missions programming for many years 
impacting more than 14,000 individuals in the com-
munity. This is its first retail bookstore location in 
Goodwill’s local history.

For more information, email donations@good-
willgoodskills.org. 

Westlake Goodwill store seeks donations

SPORTING VIEWS
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services
• Meals, walks, medication
• Plus personal play time / special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Sunshine

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type

to stress the importance of a slow

and steady approach. However, in

this case, the ability to

speed-read may prove

modestly beneficial to

you. Because the sooner

you finish, the sooner

you’ll be reminded of

the significant value

in starting to plan for

retirement early. You

see, with each tick of the second

hand, your retirement edges

closer. Which is why we’ve always

believed there’s no such thing as

planning too early. Thanks to the

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful

process we’ve employed

from day one, Raymond

James advisors have

helped countless clients

reach the finish line

with the necessary

resources to accomplish

all the next things they

wanted to do. It’s time

to find out what a Raymond

James financial advisor can do

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting 
gratuitous, the rooster’s 

commitment to starting early 
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and 
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636 

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 

Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and LIFE WELL PLANNED® 
are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 

16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145

O 440.801.1629 // C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
www.bentleywealthmanagement.com
michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions are 
gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to get 

involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.

Thank you to the donors who contributed to this issue:
Joan Kemper
Terri Telepak

Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding 
mission – to strengthen our community by informing and 

engaging Westlake and Bay Village residents. 
If you are able to help us continue to provide a free 

medium where the community can share news, share 
stories and share laughs, please send a cash or check 

donation along with the form. 
Donations may also be made by credit card at                

wbvobserver.com.

To provide a sustaining financial gift, recurring 
monthly donations in any amount may be arranged at 

wbvobserver.com.

We need your help

Kiwanis Club of Bay Village
baykiwanis@gmail.com 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Thursday, June 30 12 Noon – 10:30 pm ____ Booths and Rides Open
 12 Noon – 5 pm ________ $20 One Price Ticket for All Rides
 7 pm __________________ Live Music at the Gazebo – Perfect Choice, Dance Band
  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Friday, July 1 12 Noon to 10:30 pm ____ Booths and Rides Open
 12 Noon to 5 pm _______ $20 One Price Ticket for All Rides
 5 pm __________________ Classic Car Cruise-In at Cahoon Park with DJ Cadillac Mike
 7 pm __________________ Live Music at the Gazebo – The Geeze Cats, rock ‘n’ roll, doo-wop, & improv
  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Saturday, July 2 12 Noon – 10:30 pm ____ Booths and Rides Open
 12 Noon – 5 pm ________ $20 One Price Ticket for All Rides
 2 pm __________________ Vintage Base Ball Game – Bay Men’s Club Villagers vs. Whiskey Island  
                                               Shamrocks at south end of Cahoon Park
 7 pm __________________ Live Music at the Gazebo – The Bay Village Community Band
  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sunday, July 3 CLOSED
  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Monday, July 4 8:30 am  _______________ Bay Days 5 Mile Race and (at 8:45 am) Kids 1 Mile Fun Run 
                                                Starts at Bay High School. For more info call Richard at 440-463-4031 or 
                                                e-mail baydays5mile@gmail.com
 11:30 am ______________ Children’s Bike,Trike and Wagon Parade – Meet at Gazebo
 12 Noon – 10:30 pm ____ Booths and Rides Open
 12 Noon – 5 pm ________ $20 One Price Ticket for All Rides
 7 pm __________________ Live Music at the Gazebo – Hubb’s Groove, high energy soul, jazz, & R&B   

 9:45 pm _______________ GALA FIREWORKS DISPLAY
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